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In the first and second centuries of our era, a dialect,
Iranian in grammatical structure, but considerably
mixed with Semitic vocables. The mystery has at
last been solved, and the results of the latest re-
searches of Haug and West can best be stated in
their own words.1

All Parsi writers apply the name of Zend or Zand
to the Pehlevi translations and explanations of their
sacred texts. The texts themselves they call Avesta,
and if they speak of both the text and translations
and commentaries together they call them Avesta and
Zend, but not Zend-Avesta. The Zend or expla-
nation is written in Pehlevi, but there may have
been other explanations or Zends, written in the
old language of the Avesta, some of them now incor-
porated in the text, with additional explanations
by Pehlevi translators Pehlevi is in fact the ge-
neral name of the mediaeval Persian language. There
are legends in Pehlevi on coins, as early as the third
century B. c.5 struck by kings of Persian provinces,
subordinate to the Greek successors of Alexander ;
and later on, some provincial coins of the time of the
Arsacide dynasty. But the most important docu-
ments in Pehlevi are the inscriptions of Ardeshir, the
founder of the Sassanian dynasty, A. B. 226-240, and
his immediate successors. Pehlevi continued to be
written till about 900 A.r>.; any fragments of later
date than 1000 must be looked upon as artificial
imitations.

The name Pehlevi is supposed to be a corruption of
Parthva, which occurs in the Cuneiform inscriptions,
1 See West, Bundahk, Introduction.